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West Side Story In Berlin

West Side Story Film With Live Orchestra 
continues to thrill audiences world wide. 

Most recently, it was performed by the Minnesota 
Orchestra under the baton of Sarah Hicks. Writing 
for the Pioneer Press, Ron Hubbard called it  

“The best movie musical experience you may ever have.”

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES ARE:

LONDON, UK 
Royal Albert Hall 
July 2–6; Royal Philharmonic;   
Jayce Ogren, conductor 

RAVINIA, IL 
Ravinia Music Festival 
July 17, 18; Chicago Symphony Orchestra;  
David Newman, conductor

PHILADELPHIA, PA 
Mann Center
July 30; Philadelphia Orchestra;
David Newman, conductor 

NEUMUNSTER, GERMANY  
Holsteinhalle
August 15, 16; Schleswig Holstein  
Festival Orchestra;  
David Newman, conductor

NASHVILLE, TN  
Schermerhorn Symphony Center
September 5, 6; Nashville Symphony Orchestra;  
Giancarlo Guerrero, conductor

RALEIGH, NC  
Meymandi Concert Hall
September 26, 27; North Carolina  
Symphony Orchestra;  
Richard Llewellyn, conductor

The Komische Oper Berlin’s first-
ever production of Leonard 

Bernstein, Arthur Laurents, Jerome 
Robbins and Stephen Sondheim’s 
West Side Story (playing in 
repertory until July 13, 2014) is the 
hottest ticket in Berlin. Opening to 
unanimous raves, it was co-directed 
by Barrie Kosky, the theatre’s artistic 
director, and Otto Pichler.  
Here’s what the critics have said:

“Excellent Production:  
A must see.”
Kai Luehrs-Kaiser, Kulturradio

“Leonard Bernstein’s West Side 
Story may be unsinkable; for 
almost 60 years, it has been 
one of the very greatest hits 
in musical theater, and its 
melodies save even boring 
productions — but it’s hard 
to turn it into a truly special 
event. That, however, is 
exactly what the Komische 
Oper has done with its 
production, breathtaking 
in every respect; when the 
curtain came down after 
Sunday’s premiere, the 
audience did not remain 
seated for long.”
Peter Uehling, Berliner Zeitung

West Side Story Film 
With Live Orchestra

“West Side Story stands as an 
equal between The Magic 
Flute and La Bohème... [This 
production] also makes a case 
for allowing directors greater 
freedom in their scenic 
interpretations.”
Kai Luehrs-Kaiser, Die Welt

“The Komische Oper’s glorious 
re-imagining of West Side 
Story proves the piece’s 
continuing relevance and its 
status abroad, some 55 years 
after its premiere, as both the 
modern musical tragedy and 
the decisive, path-breaking 
Broadway musical.”
David Savran, Sondheim Review   ■
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West Side Story Live with Orchestra as presented in 2012
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Thank You Glenn!

Gustavo Dudamel Honored

Jamie, Nina, myself and all at The 
Leonard Bernstein Office stand and 

applaud Glenn Dicterow as he retires 
from the position of Concertmaster 
for the New York Philharmonic. 
Since 1980, Glenn has brought his 
brilliant musicianship and gorgeous 
tone to the orchestra, as well as his 
good will and humor to all who 
have had the privilege to know him. 
Not only can Glenn master the 
concert (I will forever remember the 
awesome thrill of the conductor-less 
Overture to Candide, at my father’s 
memorial in Carnegie Hall), he is 

This past spring, Jamie Bernstein was 
on hand at the Longy School of 

Music in Cambridge, MA, to present 
the school’s Leonard Bernstein Award 
to conductor (and big Bernstein fan) 
Gustavo Dudamel, at the conclusion 
of his leading the “Sistema Side By 
Side Concert,” performed by 60 young 
musicians from the greater Boston 
area and Pittsfield.		                 ■
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also a master soloist. Among his 
many solo triumphs was our father’s 
Serenade, which he played under 
the composer’s baton in 1986 as the 
Philharmonic toured the country 
from Central Park to LA, and which 
he subsequently recorded with 
Leonard Slatkin. We and all New 
York will miss Glenn terribly — but we 
wish him and Karen many years of 
sunny music-making and teaching as 
they settle in California.	               ■

Alexander Bernstein

The Homage to Leonard Bernstein

In November 2013, the 
Konzerthaus in Berlin, Germany 

presented a month-long Homage 
to Leonard Bernstein. This Homage 
encompassed many aspects of 
Bernstein’s life, including his long 
relationship with the Hall. 

Dr. Sebastian Nordmann, 
Intendant, recently wrote: 

“When I was a student I had 
the great honor of meeting Lenny 
during one of his working periods 
in Salzau [Schleswig Holstein Music 
Festival]. His love for music, and his 
exceptional way of teaching people 
about music, inspired me to become 
who I am today. Therefore, this 

homage was a dream come true.  
It felt as if Lenny was still among us 
as we experienced his wonderful 
compositions performed by great 
musicians, and heard the memories 
and stories, both recorded and live, 
from his family, friends, associates, 
members of our staff and long time 
subscribers. The presence of his 
daughter Jamie Bernstein and his 
former assistant Craig Urquhart  
made this homage unforgettable.

I would like to give a special thanks 
to the Leonard Bernstein Office, and 
to his family and friends, for their 
extraordinary collaboration.”          ■
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Karen Zorn president of the Longy School of Music with 
Jamie Bernstein and Gustavo dudamel.

Glenn Dictorow and Leonard Bernstein  
rehearsing Serenade, 1986.

Dr. Sebastian Nordman and Jamie Bernstein 
welcoming guests.



 

 Prelu
d

e, Fu
g

u
e &

 R
iffs Spring/Sum

m
er 2014

11

New York Philharmonic Spring Gala

On March 5, the New York 
Philharmonic’s Spring Gala 

featured a unique semi-staged 
performance of Sweeney Todd,  
The Demon Barber of Fleet Street,  
music and lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim and book by Hugh 
Wheeler. The performance, 
conducted by Alan Gilbert and 
directed by Lonny Price, starred  
Bryn Terfel as Sweeney Todd  
and Emma Thompson, rocking  
Avery Fisher Hall, as Mrs. Lovett. 
Jamie Bernstein, Alexander Bernstein 
and Nina Bernstein Simmons 
attended, and an excellent time  
was had by all. 		                ■

Nina Bernstein Simmons, Alexander Bernstein, Sandra Lee, Govenor Cuomo and Jamie Bernstein.

Stephen Sondheim and Alexander Bernstein.

NYFOS Celebrates Bernstein

On Monday, April 28 at Weill 
Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, the 

New York Festival of Song (NYFOS) 
presented its star-studded 2014 
spring gala, Remembering Lenny, 
celebrating the life of Leonard 
Bernstein. NYFOS founders, artistic 
directors and pianists Steven Blier 
and Michael Barrett played host to 
a stunning line-up of the maestro’s 
collaborators, friends, and family, 
who shared reminiscences of their 
time with him amid performances 
of some of his classic songs. Gracing 
the stage with stories were Bernstein’s 
three children, Alexander, Jamie and 
Nina. Vocal luminaries Barbara Cook, 
Marilyn Horne, and Jessye Norman 
shared reminiscences of working 
with the Maestro. Performances of 
Bernstein songs were presented by 
Judy Kaye, Kurt Ollmann, Lauren 
Worsham and Julia Bullock. Stephen 
Sondheim joined the Bernsteins in 
singing Sondheim’s parody of Kurt 
Weill’s “The Saga of Jenny,” which he 
originally wrote for Bernstein’s 70th 
birthday celebration at Tanglewood: 

“Poor Lenny, ten gifts too many...”         ■
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May
4,5	 Madison, WI: SYMPHONIC DANCES FROM 

WEST SIDE STORY; Madison Symphony 
Orchestra; John DeMain, conductor; 
Overture Hall.

7,8	 Washington, DC: THREE DANCE EPISODES 
FROM ON THE TOWN, SYMPHONIC SUITE 
FROM ON THE WATERFRONT; National 
Symphony Orchestra; Thomas Wilkins, 
conductor; Kennedy Center.

14,15 	 Jena, Germany: THREE DANCE 
VARIATIONS FROM FANCY FREE, THREE 
DANCE EPISODES FROM ON THE TOWN; 
Jenaer Philharmonie; Marc Tardue, 
conductor; Volkshaus.

15,18	 Manchester, UK: OVERTURE TO 
WONDERFUL TOWN, SYMPHONIC DANCES 
FROM WEST SIDE STORY; Halle Orchestra; 
Sir Mark Elder, conductor; Bridgewater Hall.

22,23	 Hannover, Germany: SYMPHONIC 
DANCES FROM WEST SIDE STORY; NDR 
Radiophiharmonie; Lahav Shani, conductor; 
NDR Grosse Sendesaal.

25	 Sheffeld, UK: OVERTURE TO WONDERFUL 
TOWN, SYMPHONIC DANCES FROM WEST 
SIDE STORY; Halle Orchestra; Sir Mark Elder, 
conductor; City Hall.

30	 Locarno, Switzerland: CHICHESTER 
PSALMS; Coro Calliope; Sinfonietta 
Variable; Esther Haarbeck, conductor;  
San Francesco.

31	 Lugano, Switzerland: CHICHESTER 
PSALMS; Coro Calliope; Sinfonietta 
Variable; Esther Haarbeck, conductor;  
San Nicolo.

June
6,7	 Edmonton, AB: OVERTURE TO CANDIDE, 

FACSIMILE; Edmonton Symphony Orchestra; 
William Eddins, conductor; Winspear Center.

7	 Hong Kong: SYMPHONIC DANCES 
FROM WEST SIDE STORY; Hong Kong 
Philharmonic Orchestra; Casa Castiglione; 
conductor; Hong Kong Cultural Center.

April
4	 Vienna, Austria: SYMPHONY NO.1: 

JEREMIAH; Radio Symphony Orchestra; 
Elizabeth DeShong, mezzo soprano;  
Marin Alsop, conductor; Konzerthaus.

4,6	 Orlando, FL: TROUBLE IN TAHITI (reduced 
orchestration); Florida Opera Theatre;  
The Venue.

10,11,	 Hartford, CT: SYMPHONY NO.1:
13	 JEREMIAH; Hartford Symphony Orchestra; 

Patricia Schumann, soprano; Carolyn Kuan, 
conductor; Belding Theater.

10,11 	 Bergen, Norway; SERENADE;  
Vadim Gluzman, violin; Bergen 
Philharmonic Orchestra; Andrew Litton, 
conductor; Grieghallen.

11,12	 Gothenburg, Sweden: TROUBLE IN TAHITI; 
GOTHENBURG SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA; 
Laura Aikin, Dina; Carl Unander-Scharin, 
Sam; Kent Nagano, conductor; Stora Salen.

11,12	 Salt Lake City, UT: OVERTURE TO CANDIDE,
13	 SERENADE; Utah Symphony; Katherine 

Eberle, violin; Thierry Fischer, conductor; 
Abravanel Hall.

12	 Leipzig, Germany: SYMPHONIC SUITE 
FROM ON THE WATERFRONT; MDR 
Sinfonieorchester; James Gaffigan, 
conductor; Gewandhaus.	

23–25	 Salzburg, Austria: THREE DANCE 
EPISODES FROM ON THE TOWN; 
Mozarteum Orchester; Joshua Weilerstein, 
conductor; Grosses Festspielhaus.

25,26	 Cincinnati, OH: SYMPHONY NO. 2: 
THE AGE OF ANXIETY, THREE DANCE 
EPISODES FROM ON THE TOWN; Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra; Orli Shaham, piano; 
David Robertson, conductor; Music Hall.

26,27	 Buffalo, NY: SYMPHONIC DANCES FROM 
WEST SIDE STORY; Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra; JoAnn Falletta, conductor; 
Kleinhans Music Hall.

For a complete listing visit:  
www.leonardbernstein.com

Spring/Summer 2014



12,13	 Frankfurt, Germany: SYMPHONY  
NO. 3: KADDISH (Samuel Pisar narration); 
Tschechischer Philharmonischer Chor Brno, 
Limburger Domsing Knaben,  
hr. Sinfonieorchester; Samuel Pisar, 
speaker; Eliahu Inbla, conductor;  
Alte Oper Grosse Saal.

17	 Düsseldorf, Germany: DIVERTIMENTO; 
Düsseldorf Symphoniker; Jesko Sirvend, 
conductor; Tonhalle.

20,21	 Jena, Germany: THREE DANCE 
VARIATIONS FROM FANCY FREE, THREE 
DANCE EPISODES FROM ON THE TOWN, 
WEST SIDE STORY CONCERT SUITE NO. 1, 
SYMPHONIC DANCES FROM WEST SIDE 
STORY; Jenaer Philharmonic; Marc Tardue, 
conductor; Festplatz Lobeda-West, Open Air.

22	 Leipzig, Germany: THREE DANCE 
EPISODES FROM ON THE TOWN, PRELUDE, 
FUGUE AND RIFFS; Eddie Daniels, clarinet; 
Kristjan Jarvi, conductor; Gewandhaus.

27–29	 São Paulo, Brazil: OVERTURE TO CANDIDE; 
Orquestra Sinfônica do Estado de São Paulo; 
Marin Alsop, conductor; Sala São Paulo.

July
10	 Los Angeles, CA: OVERTURE TO CANDIDE, 

THREE DANCE EPISODES FROM ON THE 
TOWN; Los Angeles Philharmonic; Bramwell 
Tovey, conductor; Hollywood Bowl.

12	 Wiesbaden, Germany: OVERTURE TO 
CANDIDE, SYMPHONIC DANCES FROM 
WEST SIDE STORY; NDR Radiophilharmonie; 
Carlos Miguel Prieto, conductor;  
Friedrich von Thiersch Saal.

17	 Napa, California: TROUBLE IN TAHITI; 
Sphinx Symphony Orchestra and soloists, 
Michael Barrett, conductor. Directed by  
Jamie Bernstein, Festival del Sole.

24	 Griefswald, Germany: SERENADE  
(new ballet titled, In Love); Ballett 
Vorpommern, Kremerat Baltica; Ralf Dörnen, 
choreographer; Gidon Kremer, violin;  
Mirga Grazinyté-Tyla, conductor; Theatre.

26	 Stralsund, Germany: SERENADE  
(new ballet titled, In Love); Ballett 
Vorpommern, Kremerata Baltica; Ralf Dörnen, 
choreographer; Gidon Kremer, violin; Mirga 
Grazinyté-Tyla, conductor; Theatre.

31	 São Paulo, Brazil: SYMPHONIC SUITE 
FROM ON THE WATERFRONT; Orquestra 
Sinfônica do Estado de São Paulo; Giancarlo 
Guerrero, conductor; Sala São Paulo.

August
1–3	 São Paulo, Brazil: SYMPHONIC SUITE 

FROM ON THE WATERFRONT; Orquestra 
Sinfônica do Estado de São Paulo; Giancarlo 
Guerrero, conductor; Sala São Paulo.

17	 Grafenegg, Austria: SYMPHONIC 
DANCES FROM WEST SIDE STORY;  
European Union Youth Orchestra;  
Vasily Petrenko, conductor; Wolkenturm.

24	 Edinburgh, UK: SYMPHONY NO: 3: 
KADDISH (Samuel Pisar version); Royal 
Scottish National Orchestra; Edinburgh 
Festival Chorus;  National Girls Choir; 
Rebecca Evans, soprano; Samuel Pisar, 
speaker; John Axelrod, conductor; Usher Hall.

September
10,20	 Raleigh, NC: DIVERTIMENTO;  

North Carolina Symphony; Grant Llewellyn, 
conductor; Meymandi Concert Hall.

11	 Los Angeles, CA: SYMPHONIC DANCES 
FROM WEST SIDE STORY; Los Angeles 
Philharmonic; Juanjo Mena, conductor; 
Hollywood Bowl.

Prelude, Fugue & Riffs will be 
sent upon request. Please send  
all correspondence to:
	� Craig Urquhart 

Prelude, Fugue & Riffs 
121 West 27th Street  
Suite 1104 
New York, NY 10001  
Fax: (212) 315-0643 
e-mail:  
curquhart@leonardbernstein.com

We appreciate notice of any  
performances or events featuring the 
music of Leonard Bernstein  
or honoring his creative life and  

we shall do our best to include 
such information in  
forthcoming calendars.

Prelude, Fugue & Riffs®  
is a publication of The Leonard 
Bernstein Office, Inc. 
©2014 by The Leonard  
Bernstein Office, Inc.
Managing Editor: Craig Urquhart
Editor: Jamie Bernstein
Design: BorsaWallace, NYC
Visit our website:
www.leonardbernstein.com
“Like” us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com
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The Japanese publisher Kyobunsha 
has released a new book of 

Leonard Bernstein photos by 
Akira Kinoshita. The book portrays 
Bernstein from 1974, when he toured 
with the NY Philharmonic, through 
his last visit to Japan in 1990, when 
he conducted the London Symphony 
Orchestra at the inauguration of the 
Pacifi c Music Festival. The book 
includes a foreword by Jamie 
Bernstein, an essay by novelist/

New Bernstein Photo Book
songwriter Rei Nakanishi, and a 
dialogue between the photographer 
and conductor Yutaka Sado, titled 

“Memories with Bernstein.”
Mr. Akira Kinoshita is a wonderful 

photographer who captures the 
precious moment of music making 
that never comes back. “I was 
fortunate to study with Lenny; I am 
grateful that some pictures from that 
time are included in the book.” 
Maestro Yutaka Sado said.              ■
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